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Description 



[0001] Th present invention relates t cam rs for 
foodstuffs, and more particularly relates t covered pas- 
try carriers. 

[0002] Prior proposed covered foodstuff carriers uti- 
lise a tray directly receiving the foodstuff and a separate 
dome-like cover received over the tray with the cover 
frequently secured to the tray in some manner. A handle 
may also be provided with the handle crossing over the 
cover and having the opposed ends thereof secured to 
opposite sides of the tray. Such handles may in fact 
comprise the means for retaining the cover on the tray. 
[0003] Such carriers, while commonly used, are fn> 
quentJy less than satisfactory for a variety of reasons. 
For example, Inasmuch as the tray may carry a relatively 
heavy load, for example, a cake or cheeses, it is impor- 
tant that a positive lock be provided between the cover 
and tray, or handle and tray, to prevent accidental dis- 
engagement and to maintain a stable relationship be- 
tween the tray, cover and handle. This in turn usually 
requires a rather elaborate locking system which is dif- 
ficult to manipulate and is incompatible with the basic 
requirement that the cover be both easily mounted and 
easily removed. 

[0004] US-A-2 135 225 discloses a foodstuff carrier 
comprising a base, generally in the form of a tray and a 
removable cover. A resilient handle is provided which 
extends across and bears upon the cover and is provid- 
ed with hangers at each end of the handle which extend 
downwardly to engage the base or tray to secure the 
cover thereto. This arrangement does not Include any 
means to lock the aforementioned hangers to the base 
or tray. 

[0005] US-A-2 287 312 discloses a food kitin the form 
of a foldable dinner pail. The kit comprises a plurality of 
containers each provided in association with a respec- 
tive plate which forms a cover for the container when 
the containers and plates are stacked one upon the oth- 
er. When so stacked, the unit can be carried by means 
of a handle having limbs in the form of jointed sections 
extending substantially vertically down the sides of the 
stack of containers. At their lower ends, the limbs of the 
handle are provided with an aperture to pass over and 
engage keepers provided so as to project outwardly 
from the outer surface of the lowermost container In the 
stack. The keepers extend laterally from the sides of the 
lowermost container in the stack and the lowermost 
ends of the limbs of the handle must be pulled outwardly 
so as to engage the keepers. This involves careful man- 
ual manipulation of the limbs of the handle and prevents 
easy orientation of the handle for engagement with the 
keepers using one hand only. 
[0006] It is an object of the present invention to pro- 
vide an Improved cam r for foodstuffs. 
[0007] According 1 one aspect of this invention, th re 
is provid d a cam r for foodstuffs comprising a tray, a 
cover and handle overlying said cover and s lectlvely 



lockabie t said tray with said cover interposed therebe- 
tw n;sald trey including a support surface, said cover 
including a top and a peripheral side wall d pending 
from said t pfor ngagem rrt with said tray about said 
* support surface, said handle extending transversely 
across said cover top and continuing along and substan- 
tially parallel to said peripheral side wall at opposed por- 
tions of said cover, cooperating latch means on said 
handle and tray for releasable latching engagement up- 
w on mounting of said cover and said handle on said trey, 
and lock means manipulate independently of said latch 
means for releasably locking said latch means against 
disengagement, the handle having opposed, free, lower 
ends, each end defining a latch element with an upward- 
i* ly facing shoulder thereon. 

[000a] The pastry carrier of the invention has been 
found to significantly improve over generally similar prior 
art items through a variety of interrelated features which 
result In a highly stable assembled carrier with little pos- 
20 ability of accidental release of the handle or cover from 
the tray during use, while at the same time providing for 
convenient controlled release by simple manual manip- 
ulation. Once released, the handle and cover are re- 
moved as a unit from the tray, utilizing one hand, and 
*ff leaving the other hand free for dispensing the foodstuff 
from the tray. This allows for a convenient reclosing of 
the tray with latching ends on the handle automatically 
engaging with the tray. 

[0000] Basically, the handle is formed integrally with 
30 the cover and includes, at diametrically opposed por- 
tions of the cover, free latching handle ends which en- 
gage within keeper slots at diametrically opposed por- 
tions of the tray. Upon engagement of the handle ends 
within the slots, a single locking collar on each handle 
3ff end portion is slid downwardly to laterally cam the cor- 
responding handle end into a locked position relative to 
the tray whereby release of the latched handle ends can 
only be effected by a positive manual upward sliding of 
the locking collars. By forming the handle integral with 
<o the cover, it will be appreciated that the handle can be 
used to carry the entire carrier, that is the tray and cover 
when loaded with foodstuffs, and also can be used as a 
means for handling, removing and repositioning the cov- 
er relative to the tray. 
4* [0010] The tray itself Is preferably invertible, having 
on one planar face a shallow, smooth peripheral rim al- 
lowing for an easy positioning of a cake or the Oka ther- 
eon as well as for subsequently cutting the cake. On the 
other face, the tray is provided with a relatively high rim 
so particularly adapted to retain multiple small foodstuffs 
such as cheeses, hors d'oeuvres, sandwiches, and the 
like. In each position of the tray, the relatlonship.of the 
cover to the tray remains the same. 
[001 1] It should be appreciated that while the carri r 
& is referred t as a carrier for pastry, items of this type 
are used to carry, display and s rv a variety of food- 
stuffs, including cakes, cheeses, pies, sandwiches, tc. 
[0012] In order that the present Invention may be 
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more readily understood, and so that further features 
there fmay beappreciat d, an mbodim nt will now be 
described, by way of example, with reference to the ac- 
companying drawings In which : 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the carrier of the 
Invention with the cover closed; 

Figure 2 is an exploded perspective view of the two 
components of the carrier, the tray and the com- 
bined cover and handle; 

Figure 3 is an enlarged elevationa! view of the car- 
rier with a portion thereof in cross-section and illus- 
trating the handle relationship to the cover and tray; 

Figure 4 Is an enlarged cross-sectional detail 
through a vertical portion of the handle and taken 
substantially on a plane passing along line 4-4 in 
Figure 3; 

Figure 5 Is an enlarged cross-sectional detail 
through a portion of the handle extending across the 
top of the cover and substantially on a plane pass- 
ing along line 5-5 in Figure 3; 

Figure 6 is an enlarged cross-sectional detail 
through the lock assembly with one handle end 
locked to the tray; 

Figure 7 Is a cross-sectional detail substantially on 
a plane passing along line 7-7 in Figure 6 and illus- 
trating the locking collar in its locking position; 

Figure 6 is an enlarged cross-sectional detail with 
the locking collar In its release or stored position; 
and 

Figure 9 is an enlarged cross-sectional detail taken 
substantially on a plane passing along line 9-9 in 
Figure 8 with the collar in its released position. 

[001?] Referring now more specifically to the draw- 
ings, the carrier 10 comprises only two major separable 
components, the tray 14 and the integrally combined 
cover 16 and handle 16. White not limited thereto, the 
tray 14 has been illustrated as round, and the cover, in 
accordance therewith, as generally cylindrical. As will 
become apparent, the unique features of the invention 
are equally adapted for accommodating carriers of other 
configurations. 

[001 4] The tray 14 Includes opposed planar faces 20 
and 22 and Is invertible for use of either face as a support 
surface for the foodstuff. The face 20 Is provided with a 
continuous periph rat slightly raised rolled edge 24 
which, whil tending to retain foodstuffs on the surface, 
is sufficiently low as to allow for easy sliding of cakes r 
pi sorrtoth surface 20, and Is also low enough for com- 



fortably cutting such goods. 

[001 5] The surface 22 is in turn surrounded by a rel- 
atively d ep peripheral flange 26, thus providing sub- 
stantial side support when th tray is used for carrying, 

5 storing or serving small r foodstuffs such as horsd'o u- 
vres, sandwiches, and the like. Approximately mid- 
height on the flange 26 , which In conjunction with the 
rolled edge 24 provides a smooth peripheral outer sur- 
face, is an integral annular outwardly projecting flange 

to 28 adapted to receive and support the lower edge of the 
cover 16 as shall be explained subsequently. As sug- 
gested in Figures 2 and 3, the flange 26 can be provided 
with spaced vertical strengthening ribs 29. 
[0016] At diametrically opposed portions of the tray 

16 14, the support flange 28 is arcuateiy outwardly en- 
larged to define a pair of handles 30 of a predetermined 
thickness corresponding to that of the support flange 28. 
Each of the handles 30 in turn has an elongate aperture 
or slot 32 formed therethrough and extending length- 

20 wise over a minor portion of the arc of the adjacent pe- 
ripheral edge of the tray. With reference to the enlarged 
detail of Figure 6, it will be noted that the inner edge 34 
of each slot 32 is slightly arcuate or rounded, while the 
outer edge 36 is fiat or planar for reasons to be explained 

25 subsequently. 

[0017] The cover 16, indicated as substantially cylin- 
drical to conform to the illustrated round tray 14, has the 
side wall 38 thereof tapering slightly upward from a free 
peripheral lower edge 40 to en integral upwardly domed 

30 fully closed top 42. 

[0010] The top 42 has a generally elliptical elongate 
recess 44 defined therein and extending diametricaDy 
thereacross for the accommodation of a hand used to 
grasp the handle 18. The recess 44, as illustrated, is 

35 preferably transversely arcuate. 

[0019] The handle 18 is formed principally of a wide 
substantially rigid end generally flat strap 46. The strap 
46 extends diametrically across the cover 16 in slightly 
outwardly spaced relation thereto and at right angles to 

^o the cover recess 44. The strap 46 is integrally and rigidly 
Joined to the cover by a pair of webs 48, integral with the 
under surface of the strap centrally there8long. Each 
web 48 extends from an outer side edge of the recess 
44 across the top 42 of the cover and vertical along the 

45 corresponding portion of the cover side wall 38 for a ma- 
jor portion of the height of the side wall 38. The strap, 
beyond the lower ends of the webs 48 forms vertical end 
portions 60 which terminate below or slightly beyond the 
lower edge 40 of the cover. As will be appreciated from 

50 the drawings, that portion of the handle strap 46 which 
spans or extends across the recess 44 defines a hand 
grip which, In combination with the hand accommodat- 
ing recess 44, allows for an easy grasping of the handle 
for a selective raising of the entire carrier or the cover 

55 (ndep nd ntlyofthetray. For a rlgidification f this cen- 
tral gripping portion of th hand strap 46, the strap, for 
the transverse ext nt of the recess, can be provided with 
a central shallow depending rib 61 which in effect con- 
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stitutes a partial continuation of th webs 48 to the op- 
posit ends thereof. 

[0020] Th opposed free lower ends of the handle 
strap 46 each defines a latch elem nt and is laterally 
outwardly enlarged, as at 52, to provide an upwardly dl- * 
rected shoulder 54. The outer face 56 of the enlarged 
lower end of each strap end is Inclined outwardly or up- 
wardly to provide a guide surface. Noting Figure 6 In par- 
ticular, these enlarged strap ends 52 extend sufficiently 
below the lower peripheral edge 40 of the cover 16 as to 
to engage through the opposed tray slots or latch keep- 
ers 32 as the cover edge 40 sits on the ledge or seat 
defined by the peripheral tray flange 28. The Inclined 
surface 56 on each enlarged end 52 guides the end 
through the corresponding slat 32, and the shoulder 54 is 
engages beneath the tray handle 30 radially outward of 
the slot 32 as the outer face of the strap 46 engages 
against the planar outer face or edge 36 of the slot 32. 
This engagement, due to a slight Inwardly flexing and 
outward biasing of the lower end portions 50 of the strap 20 
46 will preferably be automatic as the cover is positioned 
on the tray. However, this engagement, while properly 
orienting the cover on the tray, will not be sufficient to 
prevent accidental release. In other words, it is conceiv- 
able that should the latch assembly rely solely on the 2s 
resiliency of the handle strap end portions, heavy loads, 
particularly if such loads shift within the^orrtainer, could 
cause accidental release, as could an unintentional hit- 
ting or bumping of the sides of the container, particularly 
at the vertical sections of the strap. $0 
10021] Accordingly, a simple aJthough unique and 
highly effective means is provided for manually locking 
the handle, and hence the cover, to the tray assembly 
until Intentionally manually released. Pursuant thereto, 
a locking sleeve or collar 60 Is sOdably mounted, for ver- 35 
tical adjustment, on the vertically elongate lower end 
portion 60 of each of the opposed vertical extents of the 
handle strap 46. 

[0022] Noting Figures 6-9 In particular, each collar 60 
engages about the corresponding strap portion 50, con- 40 
forming rather closely to the strap portion to allow for 
free vertical sliding thereon while precluding any signif- 
icant lateral shifting, either in the plane of the strap or 
transverse thereto, of the collar 60 relative to the strap 
portion 50. As such, the inner wall 62 of each collar sub- 46 
stantiaOy parallels the Inner face 64 of the strap portion 
50. The opposed end walls 66 of each collar in turn sim- 
ilarly substantially parallel the opposed side edges 66 
of the strap 50. The outer wall 70 of each collar is out- 
wardly arced for the full height thereof to define a space so 
72 between the outer face of the corresponding strap 
portion 50 and the wall 70 which Is at a maximum along 
the vertical central portion of the wall 70. This space 72, 
as can be best appreciated In Figure 6, allows for the 
accommodation of the enlarged end 52 on the corre- ss 
spending strap p rtionth rethrough to allow far a posi- 
tioning f the collar 60 on the end portion 50. In oth r 
words, each collar Is merely upwardly Introduced over 



the enlarged lower end 52 into free sliding reception on 
th endp rtionSO. 

[0023] The collars 60, wh nreceiv donth strap nd 
p rtionsSO, ar initially releasabfy retained in a stored 
position toward the upper ends of the portions 50 imme- 
diately below the end of the corresponding web 48. To 
retain the collars 60, each strap portion 50, on the Inner 
face thereof, includes an upper projection or abutment 
74 defining an upwardly directed shoulder which re- 
ceives a corresponding projection 76 integral with the 
inner face, that face directed toward the end portion 50, 
of the innerwall 62 of the collar 60. This relationship wili 
be best noted In Figures 8 and 9. It is to be appreciated 
that the Inherent resilient flexibility of the substantially 
rigid collar 60 is such as to allow for a snap locking of 
these abutments or projections 74 and 76 and a similar 
manual release thereof. 

[0024] When both collars 60 are In their upwardly 
stored position, the extending end portions 50 of the 
handle strap, due to Inherent resilient lateral flexibility 
thereof, are free for introduction into the tray slots 32 for 
an engagement of the enlarged ends 52 beneath the 
tray handles 30 adjacent the slots 32. 
[0025] The purpose of the collars 60 is to releasably 
lock the strap ends to the tray handles. Accordingly, a 
pair of vertically elongate cam or camming members 78 
are integrally formed on the vertical wall 38 of the cover 
and project outwardly therefrom in alignment with the 
vertical centers of the corresponding collars 60. Each 
cam 78 extends upward from the lower edge 40 of the 
cover and projects radially outward a distance sufficient 
as to engage and outwardly cam the corresponding col- 
lar 60, and hence the encircled strap end portion 50 to 
effect a positive movement of the shoulder 54 on the 
enlarged end 52 of the strap portion 50 outward of the 
corresponding tray slot 32 for a positive engagement be- 
neath the tray handle 30. When so engaged, radial in- 
ward movement of the strap end portion 50, and disen- 
gagement of the enlarged end 52, is effective precluded 
until such time as the locking collar 60 is manually 
moved upward and disengaged from the cam 78. 
[0026] With reference to the enlarged detail of Figure 
6, it will be appreciated that each cam 78 is vertically 
elongate and of a height as to provide for a positive pres- 
sure on the collar 60 even should the collar 60 slightly 
shift due to vibration, carrying motion, and the like. It will 
also be appreciated that the upper end of each of the 
cams 78 is slightly tapered to facilitate engagement of 
the downwardly moving collar 60 therewith. Finally, it will 
be seen that the collar 60 is provided with an exterior 
Integral band 80 which fadlrtates the manual gripping 
and manipulation of the collar 60 and provides a con- 
centrated bearing area between the collar 60 and cam 
78 to enhance the locking effect. 
[0027] With continued reference t Figure 6, it wfll be 
noted that a second abutment or projection 82, similar 
to the projection 74, is formed n th Inner face 64 of 
each strap end portion 50 at a point slightly beiow mld- 
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h ight of the cam 78 and acts a lower stop forth collar 
60 with th collar 60 projection 76 ngaging therea- 
gainst This engagement will corresp nd to the position 
wh rein the collar is In Its cammed and locking orients* 
tion. The projections 76 and 82 will normally engage as 
the collar 60 seats on the upper surface of the tray han- 
dle 30 and as the cam 78 fully engages with the collar 
60 or encircling band 80 thereon. It will also be appre- 
ciated that the lower projection 82, and its relationship 
with the opposed cam 78, acts to ensure a positive po- 
sitioning of the collar 60 relative to the cam 78 in those 
situations wherein the collar 60 may not actually seat on 
the upper surface of the tray handle. Should It be nec- 
essary to remove the collars 60 for cleaning or replace- 
ment, the inherent nature of the materials used will allow 
a manual forcing of the collars over the projections 52. 
[0028] I n use, when the cover is removed, the collars 
60 will normally be retracted and releasably locked In 
the stored position by the cooperating projections 74 
and 76. To mount the cover, the lower latch element 
ends 52 of the handle strap are aligned with the tray 
keeper slots 32, and the cover moved downwardly with 
the lower ends moving through the tray slots. These 
ends 52 will initially inwardly cam due to the inclined fac- 
es 56 therein, and subsequently snap outward due to 
the inherent flexible resiliency of the end portions 50. As 
a final step in mounting the cover, and to ensure a pos- 
itive interlocking of the handle and cover to the tray, the 
collars 60 are slid downwardly and, upon engaging the 
cams 78, outwardly shifted to outwardly flex the handle 
end portions therewith to effect a positive locking of the 
enlarged ends 62 beneath the tray handles 30 immedi- 
ately outward of the corresponding tray handle slots 32. 
Release of the handle and cover can now only be effect- 
ed by a manual retraction of the locking collars 80. 
[0029] When it is desired to remove the cover, one 
need merely upwardly slide the two locking collars 60 to 
their stored position, slightly inwardly flex the handle 
strap end portions 50, and upwardly lift the cover from 
the tray. The actual locking and release of the latch as- 
sembly of the tray, cover and handle Involves, because 
of the uniqueness of the components of the lock assem- 
bly, a simple manual movement which requires little 
manual dexterity and yet provides for a troubled free and 
positive locking relationship between the handle, cover 
and tray. 

[0030] The integral formation of the handle with the 
cover along a major portion of both the horizontal and 
vertical extent of the cover, that is along the opposed 
sides of the cover side wall and across the top of the 
cover, provides a substantial degree of rigidity to the 
handle and the cover as well as to the assembled carrier. 
The cover Is rigidly stabilized relative to the handle, and 
the handle in turn releasably locked to the tray in a pos- 
itive relationship precluding accidental disengagement. 
The foregoing is Illustrative of the features of the inven- 
tion, and while a single embodiment has been illustrat- 
ed, It Is to be appreciated that the Invention is not to be 



limited to th specific mbodiment illustrated. 



Claim 

6 

1 . A carrier (10) for foodstuffs comprising a tray (14), 
a cover (16) and a handle (18) overlying said cover 
(16) and selectively lockable to said tray (14) with 
said cover(16) interposed therebetween; said tray 

10 (14) including a support surface (20,22), said cover 
(16) Including a top (42)and a peripheral side wall 
(38) depending from said top (42) for engagement 
with said tray (14) about said support surface 
(20,22), said handle (18) extending transversely 

16 across said cover top (42) and continuing along and 
substantially parallel to said peripheral side wall 
(38) at opposed portions of said cover (16), coop- 
erating latch means (32,52) on said handle (18) and 
tray (14) for releasable latching engagement upon 

20 mounting of said cover (16)and said handle (18) on 
said tray (14), and lock means (60) manipulate in- 
dependently of said latch means (32,52) for releas- 
ably locking said latch means (32,52) against dis- 
engagement, characterised in that said handle 

20 (18) has opposed, free, lower ends, each end de- 
fining a latch element (52) with an upwardly feeing 
shoulder (54) thereon. 

2. A carrier according to claim 1 wherein said tray (14) 
30 has a pair of latch keepers (32) therein adapted to 

receive corresponding ones of said latch elements 
(52) upon mounting of said cover (1 6) and said han- 
dle (18) on said tray (14), said latch elements (52) 
and keepers (32) defining said latch means, said 

35 lock means (60) engaging said handle (18) adjacent 
each end thereof and being manually moveable for 
laterally shifting a corresponding latch element (52) 
into a locked position relative to its keeper (32) 
wherein withdrawal of the latch element (52) from 

to the keeper (32) is precluded until such time as said 
lock means (60) Is withdrawn. 

3. A carrier according to claim 2 wherein said lock 
means comprises a pair of sliding members (60), 

45 one slidably mounted on said handle (18) along a 
handle portion (50)im mediately Inward of each han- 
dle end, and a pair of cams (78) mounted on said 
cover (16), one in alignment with each of said han- 
dle portions (50) and in the path of movement of the 

so corresponding sliding member (60), each sliding 
member (60), upon engagement with the corre- 
sponding cam (78), being laterally outwardly bi- 
ased, and in turn outwardly biasing the correspond- 
ing handle end latch element(52) into latched and 

58 locked -engag m rrtwithth corresponding keeper 
(32) wherein withdrawal of the latch element (52) is 
precluded. 
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4. A carrier according to claim 3 including a pair of re- 
tainers (74) on said handle (18), each retainer (74) 
being inwardly spaced from rte of said handle low- 
er ends, each retainer(74) being in the path f 
movement of the corresponding sliding member « 
(60) and selectively engaging and retaining said 
sliding member (60) remote from the corresponding 
end. 

5. A carrier according to claim 3 or claim 4 wherein 1Q 
each sliding member (60) comprises a collar encir- 
cling the corresponding handle portion (50). 

6. A carrier according to claim 5 wherein each of said 
collars (60) is configured for longitudinal engage- is 
ment over and beyond the corresponding handle 
end, and a second retainer (78) inward of each han- 
dle end and proximate thereto for engaging the cor- 
responding collar (60) and releasebly retaining the 
collar (60) against withdrawal from said handle (18). 20 



7. 



8. 



A carrier according to any preceding claim, wherein 
said handle portions (50) of said handle (18) are lat- 
erally spaced outward from said cover side wall (38) 
and are laterally resiliently flexible relative thereto. 2s 

A carrier according to any preceding ciaim, wherein 
said handle (18) engages said cover (16) along sub- 
stantial portions of said lop (42) and side wall (38). 



9. A carrier according to claim 8, wherein said handle 
(18) Is Integral with said cover (16) along said en- 
gaged portions (18). 

10. A carrier according to any preceding ciaim wherein 
said cover(16) includes a recess (44) defined in and 
across said top (42), said handle (18) extending 
transversely over said recess (44) and defining, in 
cooperation with said recess (44), a hand grip. 



Patentansprucrte 



1. 



Eln Trager (10) fQr Speisen mit elnem Boden (14), 
einem Deckel (16) und einem Griff (18), der uber 
dem Deckel (16) gelagert 1st und wahlwelse mit da- 
zwischen angeordnetem Deckel (16) an dem Bo- 
den (14) sicherbar 1st; wobei der Boden (14) eine 
Tragflache (20, 22) enthait, der Deckel (16) eine 
Oberseite (42) und eine aufiere Seltenwand (38) 
enthait, die fur elnen Eingriff mit dem Boden (14) 
urn besagte Tragflache (20, 22) von besagter Ober- 
seite (42) herabhangt, wobel der Griff (18) slch quer 
uber besagte Deckelobereeite (42) erstreckt und 
sich entlang und im wes ntlichen parallel zu besag- 
ter iuGerer Sertenwand (38) an gegenuberii gen- 
den Bereichen d s Deckels (16) forisetet, zusam- 
menwlrkenden Verrt gelungsmitteln (32, 52) an 
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dem Griff (18) und Boden (14) zum Tsbaren Verrie- 
gelungseingriff bei Monti ren des Deckels (16) und 
des Griffes (18) auf dem Boden (14) und Siche- 
rungsmitteln (60), die unabhangjg von d n Verrie- 
gelungsmitfeln (32, 52) zum losbaren Sichem der 
Verriegelungsmitte! (32, 52) vor einem Losen beta- 
tigbar sind, dadurch gekennzeichnet, daft der 
Griff (18) gegenflberiiegende, freie untere Enden 
aufweist, wobei jedes Ende ein Verriegelungsele- 
ment (52) mit einer darauf befindlichen nach oben 
gewandten Schulter (54) definiert. 

- Ein Tr2ger nach Anspruch 1, dadurch gekenn- 
zeichnet, daft der Boden (14) eln Paar Verriege- 
lungshaiter (32) darin aufweist, die gestaltet sind, 
urn bei Monti eren des Deckels (16) und des Griffes 
(18) auf dem Boden (14) korrespondierende verrie- 
gelungselemente (52) aufeunehmen, wobei besag- 
te Verriegeiungselemente (52) und -halter (32) die 
Verriegelungsmrttel definieren, wobei besagte Si- 
cherungsmittel (60) den Griff (18) benachbartzu je- 
dem Ende desselben eingreifen und zum seitDchen 
Verschieben eines korrespondierenden Verriege- 
lungselements (52) in eine gesicherte Position re- 
lativ zu seinem Halter (32) manueil beweglich sind, 
wobei ein Herausziehen des Verriegelungsele- 
ments (52) aus dem Haiter (32) bis zu dem Zeit- 
punkt ausgeschlossen ist, wenn das Sicherungs- 
mittel (60) herausgezogen wird. 

3. Ein Trager nach Anspruch 2, dadurch gekenn- 
zeichnet, daQ das Sicherungsmittel eln Paar 
Schiebeeiemente (60), wobei eines auf dem Griff 
(18) entlang eines Griffberelches (50) unmlttelbar 
einwarts Jedes Griffendes gleitfahig montiert 1st, 
und ein Paar Nocken (78) umfe&t, die an dem Dek- 
kel (16) montiert sind, wobel einer mit jedem Griff- 
bereich (50) und im Weg der Bewegung des korre- 
spondierenden Schiebeelements (60) ausgerichtet 
ist wobei jedes Schiebeelement (60), bei Eingriff 
mit dem korrespondierenden Nocken (78), serdich 
nach au&en vorgespannt wird, und wiederum das 
korrespondierende Griffendenverriegelungsele- 
ment (52) In verriegeitem und gesichertem Eingriff 
mit dem korrespondierenden Halter (32) nach au- 
fcen vorspannt, wobel eln Herausziehen des Verrle- 
gelungselements (52) ausgeschlossen ist. 

4. Ein Trager nach Anspruch 3, enthaltend ein Paar 
Halter (74) an dem Griff(1 8), wobel jeder Hatter (74) 
nach innen von einem der unteren Griffenden be- 
abstandet Ist, wobei jeder Halter (74) sich In dem 
Weg der Bewegung des korrespondierenden 
Schiebeelements (60) befindet und wahlwelse das 
Schi beel ment (60) fern von dem korrespondie- 
rendemEnd eingreift und hdIL 

8. Eln Tr§ger nach Anspruch 3 Oder Anspruch 4, da- 



6 



11 



EP 0 818 171 B1 



12 



durch gekennzeichnet, daft jedes Schiebe- 
eiement(60) in Hulse umfaftt, died nkonrespcn- 
dierenden Griflb relch (50) umgibt 

6. Ein Trager nach Anspruch 5, dadurch gekenn- 5 
zeichnet, daQ jede Hulse (60) fur einen Langsein- 
grlff Ober dem und Jenselts dem korrespondieren- 
den QrtfTende konflgurlert 1st und ein zwelter Halter 
(76) sich inwarts von jedem Grtffende und in der Nfi- 

he dazu zum Eingreifen der (correspond ierenden to 
Hulse (60) und losbaren Halten der Hulse (60) ge- 
gen ein Herausziehen aus dem Griff(18) befindet 

7. Ein Trager nach Irgendelnem vorangehenden An- 
spruch, dadurch g ekennzei chnet, daft die Griffbe- * 5 
relche (50) des Griffes (18) seltllch nach au&en von 
der Deckelseitenwand (36) beabstandet sind und 
relatlv dazu seitfich elastlsch blegaam slnd. 

8- Ein Trager nach Irgendelnem vorangehenden An- 20 
spruch, dadurch gekennzelchnet daft der Griff 
(18) den Deckel (18) entlang wesentlicher Berelche 
der Oberseite (42) und der Seitenwand (38) ein- 
greifl. 

25 

9. Ein Trager nach Anspruch 8, dadurch gekenn- 
zeichnet, daft der Griff (18) einteilig mil dem Deckel 
(16) entlang den eingegriffenen Bereichen (18) aus- 
gebQdet ist. 

30 

10. , Ein Trager nach irgendelnem vorangehenden An- 
spruch, dadurch gekennzelchnet, daft der Deckel 
(16) eine Ausnehmung (44) enthalt, die in und quer 
Ober der Oberseite (42) definiert ist, wobei der Griff 
(18) sich quer Ciber die Ausnehmung (44) erstreckt 35 
und gemein8am mit der Ausnehmung (44) einen 
Handgriff definiert. 



Raven dlcatlona 40 

1. Porteur (10) de denrees oomprenant un plateau 
(14), un couvercle (16) et une poignee (18) recou- 
vrant (edit couvercle (16) et pouvant 6tre verroulll6e 
de manure selective sur ledit plateau (14), ledit 45 
couvercle (16) 6tant lntercal6 entre les deux ; ledit 
plateau (14) oomprenant une surface de support 
(20, 22), ledit couvercle (16) incluant un dessus (42) 
et une parol lattrale perlpherique (38) dependant 
dudit dessus (42) destin6e a s'engager avec ledit *0 4. 
plateau (14) autour de ladite surface de support (20, 
22), ladite poignee (18) s'Stendant trensversele- 
ment sur ledit dessus de couvercle (42) et conti- 
nuant !e long de ladite parol latfrale plrfphdrique 
(38) et de mantdre sensiblement paralldle a celle-ci sa 
au niveau de portions opposdes dudit couvercle 
(16), un m yen de v rrouillage (32, 52) cooperant 
placd sur ladite po!gn6e (18) et ledit plateau (14) 



afin d'assurer un verrouillage non definitif iors du 
montage dudit oouverci (16) t d ladite poigne 
(18) sur ledit plat au (14), et un moyen de blocag 
(60) pouvant dtre manipuld Ind6pendamment dudit 
moyen de verrouillage (32, 52) afin de bloquer de 
maniere non definitive ledit moyen de verrouillage 
(32, 52) pour empecherson desaccouplement, ca- 
ractetlsG en ce que ladite polgn6e (18) possfede 
des extr6mit6s irrferieures libres oppostes, chaque 
extremite definissant un element de verrouillage 
(52) sur lequel se trouve un epaulement dirige vers 
le haul 

Porteur selon la revendication 1, dans lequel ledit 
plateau (14) comprend une paire de cliquets de se- 
curity (32) adaptes pour recevolr lesdits demerits 
de verrouillage (52) correspondents lore du monta- 
ge dudit couvercle (16) et de ladite poign6e (18) sur 
ledit plateau (14), lesdits elements de verrouillage 
(52) et lesdits cliquets (32) definissant ledit moyen 
de verrouillage, ledit moyen de verrouillage (60) 
s'engageant avec ladite poignto (18) au niveau de 
chaque extr6mit6 lui 6tant adjacente et pouvant §tre 
deplace manueliement afin de decaler lateral ement 
un element de verrouillage (52) correspondent en 
position verrouill6e par rapport a son cliquet (32), 
dans lequel le retrait de retement de verrouillage 
(52) hors du cliquet (32) est interdit tant que ledit 
moyen de verrouillage (60) n'est pas retire. 

Porteur selon la revendication 2, dans lequel ledit 
moyen de verrouillage comprend une paire d'616- 
ments ooulissanfs (60), Tun des Elements stent 
monte de maniere e. coulisser sur ladite poignee 
(18) le long d\ine portion de poignee (50) imm6dia- 
tement a I'interi eur de chaque extr£mrt6 de poign6e, 
et une peire de cames (78) morttee sur ledit couver- 
cle (1 6), rune des cames etant alignee avec chacu- 
ne desdites portions de poign6e (50) et sur la tra- 
jectoire de d6placement de I'6l6ment coulissant 
(60) correspondent, chaque 6l£ment coulissant 
(60) etant, lore de ('engagement avec ia came (78) 
oorrespondante, incline" lateralement vers Pexte- 
rieur et Incllnant a son tour vers I'exterieur P6l6ment 
de verrouillage (52) de I'extr6mit6 de poignde oor- 
respondante pour le verrouiiler et le bloquer avec le 
cliquet (32) correspondent, le retrait de i'dlement de 
verrouillage (52) 6tant alore Interdit. 

Porteur selon ia revendication 3, comprenant une 
paire de disposltlfs de retenue (74) plecee sur ladite 
poignee (18), chaque dlsposltlf de retenue (74) 
6tant espacd vers rinterieur de Tune des extr£mlt6s 
inf&rieures de la poignAe, chaque dispositif de re- 
tenue (74) se trouvant sur la traj ctolre de deplace- 
ment d Tel' ment coulissant (60) correspondent et 
s'engag ant demanldre selective etmalnt nanrt le- 
dit 6l6ment coulissant (60) a distance de I'extrSmltd 
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correspondante. 

5. Porteur selon la revendicati n 3 ou 4, dans lequei 
chaque 6lement coidissartt (60) comprerKl una ba- 
gue <f arrdt entourant la portion de poignee (SO) cor- 8 
respondante. 

6. Porteur selon ia revendteaUon 6, dans lequei cha- 
cune desditea bagues d'aro&t (60) est concue pour 
perrnettre un engagement longitudinal sur et au-de- to 
la de PextremitB de poignee correspondante, et 
oomprenant un deuxieme dispositif de retenue (76) 
plac6 a rtrrtertetir et a proximite de chaque extrSmlte 

de poignee, dealing a s'engager avec la bague d'ar- 
r§t (60) correspondante et a retenlr de maniere non w 
definitive te bague cfarret (60) efti quelle ne qultte 
pas ladite poignee (1 8). 

7. Porteur selon Pune quelconque des revendications 
precedentes, dans lequei lesditss portions de poi- 20 
gnee (50) de ladtte poignee (18) sont espacees la- 
tefalement vers Pexterieur de ladite parol laterale 
(38) du couvercle et presentent une flexion elasti- 
que laterale par rapport a carte parol. 

25 

8. Porteur selon Pune quelconque des revendications 
precedentes, dans lequei ladite poignee (18) ^en- 
gage avec ledit couvercle (16) 1e long de portions 
substantiates dudrt dessus (42) et de ladite parol 
laterale (38). 30 

9. Porteur selon la revendlcation 3, dans lequei ladite 
poignee (18) est integree audit couvercle (16) le 
long desdltes portions (fengagement (18). 

35 

10. Porteur selon Pune quelconque des revendications 
precedentes, comprenant un evfdement (44) defini 
dans et en travers dudrt dessus (42), ladite poignee 
(18) s'eiendant trensversalement sur ledit evlde- 
merrt (44) et deHnissant en cooperation avec ledit *o 
evidement (44), une poignee de prehension. 
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